
We hope this email finds you well. The First Responder Center for Excellence is
pleased to provide this quarterly communication to keep you informed about
the work of the Alliance.

LAVENDER RIBBON REPORTLAVENDER RIBBON REPORT

The NVFC and International Association of Fire Chiefs Volunteer and Combination Officers
Section (IAFC-VCOS) developed the Lavender Ribbon Report to detail 11 specific actions
firefighters need to take to lessen those risks. An update to this report has been released
to better help firefighters improve their health and safety and reduce occupational cancer
risks.

Join NVFC New York director Brian McQueen, Charles Flynn, fire chief of the Suffield (CT)
Fire Department and chair of the IAFC-VCOS board, Frank Leeb, deputy assistant chief of
the Fire Department of New York and 35-year member of the East Farmingdale (NY) Fire
Department, and Chief John Buckman (ret.), past president of the IAFC and co-founder of
the IAFC-VCOS, for a discussion on the importance of the Lavender Ribbon Report and an
overview of the new supplemental report.

Log In or Sign Up to ViewLog In or Sign Up to View

This event took place on September
14. Watch the recorded video here.

Read more
www.facebook.com

Lavender Ribbon ReportLavender Ribbon Report

Cancer is a serious health threat
facing today's firefighters. Studies
have shown that firefighters have an

https://www.facebook.com/nvfc1/videos/273482811259448/
https://www.nvfc.org/lrr/
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a37624731/cancer-firefighter-gear-pfas/
https://www.govtech.com/em/safety/how-toxic-smoke-from-wildfires-affects-your-health
https://m.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=360&width=640&referrer=www.twitter.com&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FAnticancerLifestyleFoundation%2Fvideos%2Ffirefighter-appreciation-month-neil-mcmillan%2F288907709712246%2F
https://physician-news.umiamihealth.org/sylvester-researchers-explore-cancer-risks-at-surfside-condo-collapse/
https://youtu.be/OA0T3fQqUrM
https://anticancerlifestyle.org/a-firefighters-battle-against-cancer/
https://www.fireengineering.com/firefighting/fdny-firefighters-what-has-changed-since-9-11/
https://www.fireengineering.com/leadership/never-forgetting-at-the-fdny-fire-academy-9-11-memorials/
https://news.umiamihealth.org/en/focusing-on-you-firefighter-speaks-out-after-prostate-cancer-surgery/


increased risk of developing several
types of cancers, due to the
occupational hazards they face.
However, there are steps
firefighters...

Read more
www.nvfc.org

ARTICLES

The Toxic Job of Being aThe Toxic Job of Being a
HeroHero

I T WAS WINTER 2015 , and Diane
Cotter was in the cellar, tearing
through boxes. Upstairs, the inside
of the tidy southern New Hampshire
home she shares with her husband,
Paul, is something of a shrine to
firefighting-Paul's commendations
on the...

Read more
www.menshealth.com

How Toxic Smoke fromHow Toxic Smoke from
Wildfires Affects Your HealthWildfires Affects Your Health

The Air Quality Index, a method of
air quality reporting and forecasting,
rose as high as 226 in Sacramento
this week. While the AQI was higher
in 2018 from the Camp Fire,
Sacramento County's current bad air

A Firefighter's Battle AgainstA Firefighter's Battle Against
Cancer | Anticancer...Cancer | Anticancer...

I am a firefighter. Firefighters have
been trained to achieve order out of
chaos, to resolve hazardous and
dynamic situations full of unknowns,
and to utilize the resources at hand
to accomplish seemingly
insurmountable tasks. None of those
goals ...

Read more
anticancerlifestyle.org

https://www.nvfc.org/lrr/
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a37624731/cancer-firefighter-gear-pfas/
https://anticancerlifestyle.org/a-firefighters-battle-against-cancer/


quality still poses serious health...

Read more
www.govtech.com

VideoVideo

Neil McMillan is a Canadian
firefighter and a member of Ottawa
Professional Firefighters Association
IAFF Local #162. He talks with us
about why firefighters are
disproportionately afflicted with
higher rates of cancers.

Read more
m.facebook.com

Sylvester ResearchersSylvester Researchers
Explore Cancer Risks atExplore Cancer Risks at
Surfside...Surfside...

After the 12-story Champlain Towers
South building suddenly crumbled in
Surfside, Sylvester Comprehensive
Cancer Center's Firefighter Cancer
Initiative stepped up to protect
rescue workers from health hazards.
About 30 hours after the shocking...

Read more
physician-news.umiamihealth...

What Has Changed SinceWhat Has Changed Since
9/11? - Fire Engineering9/11? - Fire Engineering

Thinking back over the past 20 years
since the horrific attack of 9/11, so
much has changed in the fire service
that it would be incorrect to say that
all was a result of the attack-but
much of it was. To begin with, our
lives as citizens were...

Read more
www.fireengineering.com

Never Forgetting at theNever Forgetting at the
FDNY Fire Academy: 9/11...FDNY Fire Academy: 9/11...

Photos by author Dedicated in 1975
and opened the following year, the
New York City Fire Academy is a
world-class training facility. Also
known as "The Rock," the fire
academy is the hub of training for
the Fire Department of New York
(FDNY)....

Read more
www.fireengineering.com

https://www.govtech.com/em/safety/how-toxic-smoke-from-wildfires-affects-your-health
https://m.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=360&width=640&referrer=www.twitter.com&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FAnticancerLifestyleFoundation%2Fvideos%2Ffirefighter-appreciation-month-neil-mcmillan%2F288907709712246%2F
https://physician-news.umiamihealth.org/sylvester-researchers-explore-cancer-risks-at-surfside-condo-collapse/
https://www.fireengineering.com/firefighting/fdny-firefighters-what-has-changed-since-9-11/
https://www.fireengineering.com/leadership/never-forgetting-at-the-fdny-fire-academy-9-11-memorials/


Focusing on You: FirefighterFocusing on You: Firefighter
Speaks Out After Prostate...Speaks Out After Prostate...

Mark Gonzalgo, M.D., Ph.D., a
urologic oncologist who specializes
in prostate cancer surgery at
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer
Center, explains what PSA mean...

Read more
www.youtube.com

Focusing on You: FirefighterFocusing on You: Firefighter
Speaks Out After Prostate...Speaks Out After Prostate...

Sylvester offers patients
personalized treatment plans. Mark
Gonzalgo, M.D., Ph.D., a urologic
oncologist who specializes in
prostate cancer surgery at Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer Center,
explains what PSA means and why
it's a critical early...

Read more
news.umiamihealth.org

FIREFIGHTING FOAMS FIRE SERVICE ROADMAP PROJECTFIREFIGHTING FOAMS FIRE SERVICE ROADMAP PROJECT

The firefighting Foams Fire Service Roadmap project, (AFG funded) is planning
a workshop in the fall of 2021. This project seeks to coordinate the needs of
the fire service stakeholders to identify and move forward with foam
replacements. This effort is motivated by the search for legitimate foams that
are non-fluorinated, since the fluorinated foams are a cancer concern. (e.g.,
legacy AFFF).

The FRCE is represented on this project and the workshop. The workshop will
be conducted in October. More details will follow as they become available.

UPCOMING TRAININGS

Albany, NY 12.3.2021Albany, NY 12.3.2021

West Babylon, NY 12.4.2021West Babylon, NY 12.4.2021

Columbia, SC 1.18.2022Columbia, SC 1.18.2022

Millburn, NJ 1.29.2022Millburn, NJ 1.29.2022

https://youtu.be/OA0T3fQqUrM
https://news.umiamihealth.org/en/focusing-on-you-firefighter-speaks-out-after-prostate-cancer-surgery/


Please let us know if you or your organization have any information you would
like us to share in next month’s newsletter by sending an email

to ljacobs@frcmail.org.

First Responder Center for Excellence
2130 Priest Bridge Drive

Suite 11
Crofton, MD 21114

www.firstrespondercenter.org

       

mailto:ljacobs@frcmail.org
http://www.firstrespondercenter.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstrespondercenter/?view_public_for=1740262879597398
https://twitter.com/1stresponderctr
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBrE8QrYwt8228V1OJSOtkA
https://www.instagram.com/firstrespondercenter/

